by Michelle Youtz, 
Kristin Rushforth, 
and Mark Freeman 


_____We were recently sitting in a restaurant 
_ in New York City. “So, you’re Mormons, 
_ eh?,” asked a curious easterner. ~ 
“Yeah,” we replied. 
| “So tell me, how many mothers do you 
y have?” 
____ This view of Mormon women was very 
humorous, we all had a good laugh and we 
~ quickly explained how things have changed. 
But even though this misperception was 
‘ funny, it is representative of a pervasive 
confusion surrounding the status of Mormon 
- women—a confusion that seems to persist in 
: and out of the church. 
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Women’s Roles in Mormon History 


Jesus Christ & Joseph Smith: 
Our Feminist Fathers 

Ida Smith, former chairperson of the 
Women’s Research Institute at BYU, 
recently stated that she never uses the term 
“feminist” on herself because it has so many 
varied definitions. “But,” she says, “if you 
define feminist as any person, male or 
female, who is concerned about the status of 
women, then I’ve got to name the Savior and 
Joseph Smith as feminists.” . 

To support her statement, she explains 
that “the Savior was born into a very macho 
culture.” When Christ appeared on the earth, 
He “broke many morés concerning women,” 
explains Smith. 

Not only did Christ speak to women in 
the streets, but He made women his friends, 
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pupils and witnesses. His male 
contemporaries were astounded as this 
approach toward women was unheard of in 
that time. 

President Joseph Smith also broke many 
cultural taboos concerning women. In 1842 
President Joseph and Emma Smith 
organized the women after the pattern of the 


x 


Priesthood. “Joseph charged them that from 
that time forth, they were responsible for 
their own sins. This was a radical thought in 
those days,” says Ida Smith. 
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‘Statistics Defy 
BYU Stereotypes 


“b by Suzette Jensen 


Consider the stereotypical B.Y.U. coed. She is here on 
pus to get herself a husband, put him through school, and 
en settle down to raise a family. 
: Mr. B.Y.U. is here to do preprofessional work, or get a 
degree that will let him start out and work his way to the top 
major corporation. But how well are B.Y.U. students 
ing up to these gender stereotypes? While this stereotype 
ight not be completely untrue, most B.Y.U. students today 
not fit these molds. 
Preparing to earn big money is not an abandoned 
actice here. Often people assume that righteous and 
dustrious living naturally lead to success in the business 
orld. Some people seem to think of business success as an 
ard proof of right living, and a necessity for a happy life. 
This idea is echoed in Sterling W. Sill’s 1970 book, The 
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Essay 


The Supression of Mormon Men 


by Bruce Pritchett 


Is it that Mormonism inherently contains liberating 
forces, challenges, paradoxes, spiritual trials and exaltations 
that women have, for whatever cultural reasons, learned to 
respond to better than men? 

Eugene England in 
Dialogues with Myself 


Everyone has heard that Mormon women are oppressed. 
Whether or notit’s true, it’s been old news since horror stories 
began to circulate about polygamous wives being locked up in 
the Salt Lake Temple. However, few people hear much about 
the advantages Mormon women have over their brethren. 

Eugene England, as one of the foremost experts on 
Mormon literature, argues that Mormon women are, in fact, 
more liberated than Mormon men. He does not say that 
Mormon women are existing in a blissful state of perfect 
intellectual freedom, but he does say, “Evidence shows that 


Mormon women are more free, more daring, inventive, 
original in thought and unique in voice than Mormon men.” 

Why? I think one way to explain why Mormon women 
think more creatively than men is to say that, despite recent 
trends, Mormon women have more often succeeded in being 
“in the world, but not of the world.” 

Perhaps this is one way to explain why they are so 
mercilessly mocked by those who hold secular standards of 
femininity. Put another way, Mormon women are not 
traditionally so often a part of the world’s power structures. 
But is this a bad thing? 

I think not. Nor do I believe that many thinking 
individualists would agree. England explains: 

Thoreau taught the more general principle as well, “The 
danger of being conscripted into the power Structures, 
seduced into the quest for wealth and stature, of any 
oppresssive system, the value of being instead among the 
oppressed, the outcast, even the imprisoned, for the 
perspective it gives.” 

As Thoreau wrote that “under a government which 
imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also in 
prison” while he was himself in jail, so Mormon women 
(England points out) have written most of our great Mormon 
literature from a position outside secular power structures. 
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Men’s Lib from front page the vision I had of my future had in fact cannot tbe done effectively part-time. It = 
become a fetter.” be done all the time in order to save and exa 
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So also Joseph Smith in Liberty Jail Though Porter’s pointisnotsomuchthe — your children." 
ear 2 . i ssue 1 9 wrote these profound words on the nature of evil of power-mongering as the need not to be Yet, despite public controversy 
Bi authority: tied down by the past, the fact thathe sawhis surrounding President Benson’s address to 


We have learned by sad experience that earlier mindset as a “fetter” illustrates my | mothers, home-centeredness is not for 
it is the nature and disposition of almost all __ point. Are the plans that we as Mormon men —- women only. 
men, as soon as they get a little authority,as and women are pursuing leading to ultimate A shocking statement? Consider the 
they suppose, they will immediately begin to _ liberation or temporal bondage? When we _ rebuke issued in 1833 to prominent church 
exercise unrighteous dominion. serve an inappropriate mindset, or anything leaders (men) for failing to emphasize hots 
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students from all disciplines are encouraged No power or influence canor oughttobe but a Christ-centered mindset, we are in “My servant Newel K. Whitney also, 

to contribute to the Review. maintained by virtue of the priesthood, only _ bondage. bishop of my church, hath need to be 
Opinions expressed are those of by persuasion, by long-suffering, by In contrast, familial, home-centered chastened, and set in order his a 

individual authors and do not necessarily gentleness and meekness, and by love values are indispensable to Christ- (D&C 93: 5). The priority given was Clea 

reflect the views of the publisher, the unfeigned. (D & C 121: 39-41) centeredness and ultimate liberation. In his “First set in order thy house.” 

editors, Brigham Young University, or The address “To the Mothers in Zion,” President The church’s advice (despite 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
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Joseph Smith’s is a concept of authority | Bensonsaid,"Teach yourchildrenthe gospel © perhaps because of—the practice of many of 
governing any power structure. However, in yourownhome, at your ownfireside. This. its members) is the same today. In a speech 
the “gentleness, meekness, and love — isthemosteffectiveteachingthatyourfamily following his controversial address to the 
unfeigned” by which such authority is will ever receive. . . . [even] the Church _ mothers in Zion, President Benson addressed 
exercised seem to have been mastered more —_ cannot teachlike youcan....[Thisteaching] the fathers in Israel. This speech seems to 
effectively by women. At least, that’s been have been less controversial, perhaps 
their reputation. because its full import was less understood. 

But now, some women have begun to He quoted Harold B. Lee’s class: 
want that power. Referring to the Prophet’s statement: “The most important of 
counsel in D & C 121, England warns, Lord’s work that you [fathers] will ever do 
“That passage is the clearest warning will be the work you do within the walls of 
anywhere about the destructiveness of your own home.” Then he went on to sa: 
seeing priesthood as power rather than duty that men have “the responsibility to provide 
to serve—a warning both to men who think for their families in such a way that the will e 
they have such power and to women who is allowed to fulfill her role as mother in the 
want to get it.” home.” : 

And why would women want to get How seldom men, habituated—e en 
that power in the first place? I think one ossified—into their positions of power, see’ 
reason is because so many men have - their money-earning as the tertiary suppo 
wielded it so clumsily themselves. Rather to the more vital task of building souls. Y 
than treating women as the equals they are, they have so permeated society with the: 
men have used their positions to assert an secular values that women ate bea 0 
artificially inflated status from which to buy them, too. 
oppress not only women, but anyone over In contrast, President Rensel n 
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Sexism 1n the Church: 
Let’s not Skirt the Issue 


by Eric D. Kleinman and Spencer Dixon 


Why aren’t Gloria Steinem, Sonya Johnson, or Andy Rooney members of the LDS 
church? Could the Church be sexist? At first we thought it couldn’t be, but after intense 
minutes of study we’ve come to the conclusion that the Church is...well, probably 
is...0.k., might be sexist. After all, where did all those barefoot and ey oie eR ny. 
jokes come from? 


Relief Society 


While the men are out at the stake farm welding rebar struts for the new hayloft and 


milking the cows, their wives are at Homemaking Meeting. At this meeting the women 
work on quilts (both varieties: stitch and tie). They make felt pumkins and oversized 
clothespin reindeer. They then bring these treasures home and put them on display for 
their burly stud-welding husbands to admire. 

Homemaking meeting is just the tip of the inequitable iceberg. While the men are 
in Priesthood meeting the sisters are edified by spiritual living teachers, cultural 
refinement specialists and motherhood education gurus. So, does the Relief Society fit 
the traditional world view of a sexist organization? Could be. : 


Unofficial Callings 

There are catch-all roles that Nephi didn’t mention, but are surely contained in the 
sealed portion of the Book of Mormon. Somehow these traditional, but unofficial 
callings have become mainstays in LDS culture. 

These “callings” include such activities as the men putting away the folding chairs 
after stake conference while the women prepare truckloads of jello salad and wheelbar- 
rows-full of bundt cakes. 

_ Not. wanting to leave the youngsters out, such menicnibie activities as daddy/ 
daughter dates and father and son outings have been established. The daddy/daughter 
dates are designed to teach the young women how to serve food to the menfolk. On the 
other hand, the father and son outings are designed to teach the :young:men the age-old 
art of making water-thinned hot chocolate and whittling innocent sticks to within an inch 
of their lives. Are these ‘ ‘callings” sexist? Possibly. 


MLA 

This is the most intriguing area because those i in this age group seem to lapse into 
sexism by. nature—they don’t know enough to be real sexists like their parents. This area 

of LDS culture is also more abstract; what’s a Mia Maid anyway? 

In addition to the enigmatic designation of Mia Maid, the young women are saddled 
with other such psuedonyms as Beehives and Laurels. While these last two are more 
recognizable as words in themselves, their ambiguity in the context of the LDS church 
is no less ambiguous or unclear than is Mia Maid. It conjures up all new imagery when 
thinking about the phrase, “resting on your laurels.” 

The young men, conversely, hold the offices of deacon, teacher and priest. Without 
detracting from the Priesthood, it is obvious that the three Aaronic Priesthood offices are 
much more masculine than the young women’s class names, either separately or collec- 
tively. Are the Young Men’s and Young Women’s programs, as deliniated by the LDS 
church, sexist? One would think. 


Physical Evidences 

While the Relief Society and Scout rooms are not sexist in their origins, the 
differences in their architectures and furnishings smack of it. 

The Relief Society Room. The very name fills the male, young and old, full of awe. 
Invariably its size is second only to the chapel and the cultural hall. It is always adjacent 
to the kitchen. It contains great oaken cabinets full of quilting frames, centerpieces and 
plaster replica busts of Emma Smith. The folding chairs are outfitted with the thickest 
of cushions. The chalkboard is always dust-free and the chalk never squeaks. Lace 
doilies abound. It is a sanctum sanctorium designed for reflection and repose. 


While the men are in Priesthood meeting, the 
sisters are edified by spiritual living teachers, 
cultural refinement specialists and 
motherhood education gurus. 


The Scout Room. Its size and location are relative to the room needs of other 
meetings being held the same night. However, it is usually on one side or the other of a 
large room separated by a folding divider. It has a tile floor and school desks: 
appropriately academic for the pursuit of merit badges and skill awards. It has a great and 
spacious metal cabinet. While this cabinet’s contents are still a mystery, many have 
speculated that it may contain the secrets of manhood. The doors of this cabinet never 
close properly. The chalkboard has crude comments about classmates and often serves 
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Stand Up and Dress 
LikeaMan — 


by Brian Kubarycz 


Alexander wore one when he conquered the 
Mongol hordes, Plato wore one when he wrote The 
Republic, Joseph lost his to Potiphar’s wife, 
Ghandi wore one on the cover of Time. Call it what 
you will, toga, tunic, war-net, kilt; the skirt’s been 
with us a long time. In fact, the only clothing that 
possibly predates it is the loin-cloth or the fig leaf. 
Yes, the skirt is an article of apparel truly to be 
looked up to. Throughout history the great men 
who shaped history girded their loins with a skirt. 
Why not you? Probably because over the last sev- 
eral years a certain radical faction has arisen, a 
group that always has to be different, a group that 
in brazen disregard of all tradition, precedent, and 
good taste has attempted to tear down the mighty 
skirt. How dare they! Look, we traditionalists 
know we're right. All of history is behind us, 
upholding convention, supporting masculinity. 
Still, try telling that to the rest ofa lost and fallen so- 
ciety that clings to the absurd notion that we purists 
are just a bunch of panty-waists. Butdon’t take my 
word for it. Turn back the pages of history and see 
for yourself. Help yourself to a careful reading of 
the epic Beowool. You may be in for a surprise. 
Despite damages to the manuscript, it clearly dis- 
plays the bonds of affection and loyalty which 
existed between the hearty men of Old England and 
their protector, the mighty kilt. Let’s look at the 
text. 

Yes, we have heard the glory of the Kilt-Celts’ 
kings in the old days— how princes of that people 
draped grand dress. With skirts of valor did the 
king himself adorn and lived to find comfort for 
that, under great drapings, prospered in honors 
until everyone that dwelt about him, across the 
whale-road, had to obey him, pay him tribute, clap 
for his clothes. That was a good kilt. 

Proud peasants to their lord did honor weav- 
ing wool and giving gifts of tribute, strong skirts, 
protectors of men. In this way a young man ought 
by his good deeds, by sharing royal dress, winfame 
and. ..incomfort, firm-fashion, and win for himself 
bold glory, future-fame. 


You be the judge. Are these the strained 
scrawlings of an unskilled, uneducated bar- 
barian, pouring out his ignorance for all the 
world to see? Or, is it possible, readers, that 
this is actually history written on sheep skin, 
an artful, medieval ubi sunt ? Let’s look 
further into the text. These are the words of the 
hero, Beowool, as he describes his first entry 
into the world of manly fashion. 

I maintain the truth that I had more 
strength in the skirt, courage of cloth, than any 
other man. Like boys we agreed together and 
boasted—we were not yet in our first frocks— 
hat we would gain our fame in the kingly kilt or 
forever sulk in painful-pants, royal-rags. [We 
forged our fashion.] We had naked loins, firm 
in our fabric, we went wearing; we thought to 
guard ourselves against male-britches. 

Observe the beauty of the language, the 
kenning, the subtle skirt-play; it’s not Greek to 
me. But these guys weren’t just scrawny art- 
ists. They were brawny men, well trained in 
war-play and at the mead-bench. Their kilts 
may have crumbled or parted to let pass a day- 
glow, culturally barren society , but, for a few 
proud souls, their glory has not faded. 

Sorrowfully, today’s is a different world, 
one where a man is ridiculed, scorned and 
stomped on, only for wanting to dress true to 
his gender. Still, this should surprise few of us. 
Returning to our text, we see that similar suf- 
fering proved prevalent even in the era of the 
brave Beowool. Fashion oppression ruled in 
the form of the monster Greenjeans. We read: 

Then the fierce spirit painfully endured 
binding for a time, he who dwelt in the denim 

.. claiming the mighty kilt of kings nothing 
more than woman's wear, girlish garb. His 
kind are sorrowed souls, dreary of dress. They 
take no part in the mirth of men, joyful dress- 
ing, the warmth of wool. Unhappy campers, 
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Eavesdroppings... 


I guess it’s never been definitely con- 
firmed. Oh sure, hinted at, but never stated. I 
suppose then that this would be the definitive 
time to emphatically announce that I, the 
Eavesdropper, am male. A guy. A man. 
When younger, a boy. Not female. Ironically 
(whether because of my gender or not is 
unclear), Ihave often been accused by numer- 
ous Democrats of being sexist in the way I 
label ‘the speakers and report the tidbits 
printed here. References to “chicks,” 
“babes,” and “gals” are plentiful. O.K.—I 
admit to some chauvinism. Butall in fun. So, 
in the spirit of compromise, I will alter my 
stance this week. However, don’t mistake this 
for a retraction or an apology; it’s merely a 
feeble attempt at appeasement. Here’s what 
the Eavesdropper heard this week: 


JKHB west parking lot, Feb. 3, 4:03 pm. 

Female Person: “Hey, you stole my spot! 

That’s not fair!” 

Male Person: “A lot of things aren’t fair. For 
instance, you’re fat and ugly, whereas 
I’m just fat. Is that fair?” 

Female Person: “Oh, oh! How rude!” 


ELWC CougarEat, Feb. 3, 10:17 am. 

Frantic Female: “Here, let me hide behind 
you—shield me.” 

Bewildered Male: “What are you doing?” 

Frantic Female: “Trying to ditch a guy. This 
guy has been trying to ask me out 
forever.” 

Bewildered Male: “‘So, is this guy like the 
ward geek or what? 

Frantic Female: “Oh my heck yes! This guy 
is the worst. O.K., I think he’s 
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gone...thanks.” 
Bewildered Male: “See ya.” 


MARB Ist floor, Feb. 2, 3:07 pm. 


1st Male Person: “Hurry up, we’re gonna be 


late for class.” 


2nd Male Person: “Oh, it doesn’t matter. The 


teacher’s always late anyway.” 
1st Male Person: “You know why she’s 


always late...’cause she’s a woman.” _ 
2nd Male Person: “Shh! Be careful, there’s a 


girl right there.” 


ELWC 2nd floor, Feb 4, 10:37 am. 
1st Pre-law Male: “Have you got all your 
apps. in yet?” 
2nd Pre-law Male: “Yeah, but it doesn’t 


matter that much. With my stats, every 


minority woman in america will be 
accepted before me.” 


SFH track, Feb. 3, 3:12 pm. 
1st Male Athlete: “Look, I’m telling you, 
those girl javelin throwers drool over 
ou.” 
2nd Male Athlete: “Yeah, well...I was 
looking for something a little smaller.” 


Milrace Express, 200 W. 2200 N., 
Feb. 5, 11:52 am. | 
Male Person: “Hey, you were in the 
newspaper this week. Did you see?” 
Female Person: “No, but I’m in the 
newspaper most weeks anyway.” 
Male Person: “Oh, un huh, yeah. See ya.” 


{Looks like you made it again this week 
babe.] 


Friday, February 12, 3:00 p.m. 


in the 
David M. Kennedy 
Center Conference 
Room 


Emphasis on: 


ASIA 


Refreshments Served 
Sponsored by the David M. Kennedy Center for 
International and Area Studies 
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as the proving ground for budding young art- 
ists. The cacophony of sounds and violence of 
motion are never-ending. The young men, tra- 
ditionally, learn to interact and communicate 
through verbal and physical abuse. When the 
scouts are old enough they will hone these 
skills on the court, playing Senior Men’s bas- 
ketball. 

Another physical difference lies not so 
much in what the rooms look like, but in where 
the various genders meet. This is more noti- 
cable in the winter months. Basically, the 
women meet in the inner rooms of the building 
where the heaters are on full blast while the 
men meetin the new rooms under construction 
just off the south end of the junior sunday 
school room. Or worse, on the stage or some 
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LDS church gender-prejudiced? As th 
world views sexism, the answer must be a re- 
sounding yes. The church seems to espouse 
and promote many of the same concepts thai 
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absent the traditional Ms. Magazine view 
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verdict? No. Afterall, why should we treat 
women as equals here on earth when t 
scriptures are replete with proof that wom 
won’t be in heaven: “And when he h 
opened the seventh seal, there was silence 
heaven about the space of half an hour” 
(Revelation 8:1). a 
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A_Man’s Look at Ladies’ Rooms 


Where to go on Campus 


Some people suffer a fatal lack of curiosity; but 


- not me. Indeed, I was only six when my friend 
_ Jimmy and I decided that while our mothers were 
busy in the Relief Society homemaking lesson, we 
_ would discover what lay behind the forbidden 


church door—the door that was labeled 


_ “WOMEN.” 


With great trepidation Jimmy and I went in- 
side. The bathroom was big and pink and had a 


curious lack of urinals. After more exploration, we 


found a couch and then some sort of vending ma- 


chine. Jimmy, being older than I was, decided that 


we would sacrifice one of my hard-earned dimes. 
We were rather baffled with our purchase, so we 


_ threw itaway and soon left the ladies’ room glad that 


no one had caught us. 

Yes, I was surprised at that tender age to dis- 
cover that the difference between boys and girls 
went beyond just hair length—they had better bath- 
rooms. But today I’m even more surprised to dis- 
cover that many of my grown-up male friends still 
haven’t realized the difference; such uncurious in- 
dividuals have never tresspassed into the ladies 
room. 

So guys, here is the bottom line: Men # 
Women. If you passed Bio 100, you can probably 


fpr: )Tommys Burger rne Other Side of Food 


Tommy's Chiliburger with the works 


figure out most of the decor deviations found in 
theladiesroom. The real shocking thing, though, 
to the uninitiated is that women enjoy exclusive 
lounges inside the restroom. (Men have always 
wondered why they were called restrooms. You 
see—it’s a sexist term.) 

Women’s lounges vary greatly. Some have 
just a chair or two, while others have sofas, wall- 
to-wall carpeting, wallpaper, electrical outlets, 
dimmed lights, full-length mirrors, tables, and 
maybe a bed or two with bedding. (I even heard 
a rumor that PC’s are soon to become standard 
equipment in most of the women’s lounges on 
campus.) 

But the effect of the posh privies goes beyond 
mere female pampering and luxury. Over the 
years, females have developed an entirely differ- 
ent attitude about public restrooms than males. 
Men just (1) go in, (2) get it done, and (3) get out; 
women mold the experience into a social event. 

My sources tell me that girls go to the bath- 
room just to chat, or to primp, or to sleep. While 
on dates, girls will resort to their territory to 
gossip and plot (you see, this explains why girls 
always need to go all at the same time). Many a 
girl will use the lounge facility as study hall and 
I’ve heard that some even escape to the ladies 
room to eat lunch. One thing is for sure: 
inside the ladies room a good time is had by 
all. Indeed, all males find such behavior in- 
comprehensible. 

It’s at this point that most of the male 
readers of this article stop reading; they sim- 
ply can’t believe what I’ve been saying. 
Men, you don’t have to believe me—go see 
for yourself. I’ve included some ot the most 
noteworthy women’s lounges ina handy wal- 
let-sized chart. One last suggestion: as you 
discover how the other half live in private, it 
may prove wise to bring a female friend along 
just in case. 


PLUS a big order of fries PLUS a Large 20 oz. drink: 
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presents... 


Man from page 3 
they dress in the clothes of a pagan race, tight-hemmed, jaded-jeaned, designer- 
draped; God has condemned them as kin of Klein. 

Let’s skip ahead several lines. 

Then in the first light of dawning day Greenjeans pants-power was revealed 
unto man , . . the creature of evil, faded but fierce, was ready, quickly savage and 
cruel, and seized from their skirts thirty thanes, robbed them of their roberey. From 
there he turned to go home, proud of his plunder, sought his dwelling with that load 
of laundry. 

So you see, we aren’t the only innocent victims. Even in the days of yore there 
was resistence. Still, our story may have a happy ending. Our hero, Beowool, has 
not left us without a skirt to stand in. 

Then the good warrior spoke some boast-words before he girdled his groins. 
I claim myself no weaker in skirt-strength, wool-worth, than Greenjeans claims 
himself. Therefore I will not put him to sleep with sword ... though surely I might. 
I seek war without weapon—and then may fate assign glory on whatever garb seem 
good to him. 

Then from the moor under the mist-hills Greenjeans came walking, wearing 
God's anger. The foul ravager thought to catch some one of mankind with his skirts 
down. He saw many [men, a band of kinsmen all asleep together] (note. the text is 
badly damaged here and may be inaccurate), a company of war-men. Then his heart 
laughed: dreadful monster, he .. . thought he would divide the skirt fron the body 
of every one of them, for there had come to hima thought of aneye-full, full-feasting. 
It was not his fate that when that night was over his eyes should feast on more of 
mankind. 

The evil-doer made his quick onslaught. He suddenly seized a sleeping man, 
tore at him ravenously, ripped his nightgown from his bones. Then he felt with his 
hand the brave-hearted man on the bed (Beowool). In fierce response Beowool 
seized himand sat up. The slanderer of skirts had not encountered on middle-earth 
aharder handgrip, amore masculine male-skirt on any other man. Notfor anything 
would the protector of warriors let the lecherous guest go off in garb. Then he who 
had brought trouble to the skirt of mankind—he was at war with wool—found that 
his britches would do him no good, for the great kinsman of Hygelac had him by the 

..(more textual problems). Each was hateful of the other attired. The monster had 
lived to feel shame in his body, a huge tear in his trousers, exposed, his stitches 
sprand apart, his rivets popped. Glory in battle was given to Beowool. Greenjeans 
must flee from there, mortified, robbed of raiment, pilfered and pantless. That was 
clearly proved when the battle-brave men set the pants up under the curved roof— 
the legs and the zipper: there all asunder was Greenjeans’ greatness. 

Victory. History proves it. Beowool kept his kiltand saved the day. Once again 
the skirt is returned to it’s rightful respectability. And this is only one account of 
such an historic victory for mankind. There are other heroes. Our story has an 
ending but the legend wears on, and with it the majesty of the the mighty skirt. 


. Despite the forces currently combined against it, it will live on in the hearts of those 


who can still recall an older, better day. Yes, the skirt will live on, draped gloriously 
about the loins of the few brave souls still hearty enough to respond to the boast- 
words: Stand up and dress like a man. 


©1987 Universal Press Syndicate 
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Helen paused. With an audible “wumph,” 
Muffy’s familiar yipping had ended, and 
only the sounds of Ed’s football game 
now emanated from the living room. 


“Hey! You wanna kick me? Go ahead! C’mon, 


tough guy! Cat got your tongue? Maybe he 
took your whole brain! ... C’mon! Kick me!” 


“Well, Let’s see. ... So far I've got 
rhythm, I’ve got music .. . actually, © 
who could ask for anything more?” 
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Good Friday and Saturday Feb. 12th and 13th 
by Spencer Dixon 


I’m not old-fashioned. Especially when it 
« comes to English. I actually enjoy using the 
s latest catch-phrases and trendy words. I dislike 
t traditionalists. Nothing makes me feel better 
* than hearing some normally untrendy person 
: use an especially mod phrase. I remember the 
: first time my not-so-groovy dad said “Have a 
: good one." "A good what?" I thought.’ Later I 
. : realized that my father was simply relaxing 
: from his traditional standards. You see he’s a 
§ traditionalist: a little old-fashioned in his 
§ speech. 

: Sometimes traditionalists and I don’t get 
* along. They think I’m sexist. Let me explain. 
: There’s a problem in today’s accepted infor- 
« mal spoken English. We’ve got a great infor- 
: mal word to describe a male between the ages 
« of 15 and 30. Here’s the scenario: You see a 
* friend of yours in the CougarEat at noon with a 
* male companion. Later in the day you want to 
: ask that friend who the male lunch-mate was. 
: You’d probably say “Who was that guy you 
: were with today...you know, that guy from 
s lunch?” 

: No strange looks or snide remarks would 
§ follow your simple inquiry. In fact you’d most 
‘ * likely get a clear response. “Oh, that was just 
: Bill...he’s the guy from my health class that I 
e tdld you about.” 

: Guy. It’s kind of a dopey looking word— 


3 73 = Cafe . : + 1 Gon’t use it much in writing, but it’s great for 
‘ :35 No. Univ. : = cofiversational English. It’ll describe anyone: 
«Provo Town : 

‘Square 3 
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Mugs 

e Stuffed Animals 
© Lace Sachets 

© Air Walkers 
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Who’s that Girl? 


Hulk Hogan: Big Guy 

Billy Barty: Little Guy 

Albert Einstein: Smart Guy 

Moses: Spiritual Guy 

John F. Kennedy: Dead Guy 

“Guy” accurately describes any male 
between 15 and 30. From the above ex- 
amples it’s appearently clear that there is 
no real age limit (Billy Barty is a least in his 
50s and Moses is well past 30 himself). 

Let’s change the scenario now. Your 
friend is with a female companion at lunch 
time. How do you phrase the informal 
question? “Who was that I saw 
you with at lunch today?” It’s not easy to 
fill in the blank, is it. Woman or lady is 
much too formal. Their counterparts, 
young woman and young lady don’t quite 
fit either. So how about chick, babe, or fox? 
No, much to sexist. OK, what about the 
female counterpart of guy? That would be 
gal. No, that’s too goofy; it sounds to much 
like lad or lassie. Hussy, bimbo, skirt, 
dame, floozie, tramp, or wench don’t work 
either, for obvious reasons. 

The only word that consistantly fulfills 
this scenario is “girl”. Tradionalist argue 
will me. They say that “girl” is merely the 
female equivilent of boy, a word that refers 
to males under the age of 15. I disagree and 
have the entire rock and roll industry to 
thank for supporting evidence. Let’s look 
at a few songs that accurately describe fe- 
males between 15 and 30: 


x Our residents 
el 
really like us, 


Artist Song 

Madonna Who’ s That Girl? 
Eurythmics Who’ s That Girl? 
David Bowie Little China Girl 
Loverboy Hot Girls in Love 
Donny Osmond Go Away Little Girl 
Beach Boys California Girls — 
Frankie Vallie Lonely Girl 
Lime Spiders Slave Girl 
Donna Summer Bad Girls — 
The Knack Good Girls Don't — 
Rolling Stones Some Girls _ 
Neil Young Cinnamon Girl _ 
The O’Jays My Girl : 
Jackson/McCartney That Girlis Mine — 
AC/DC Girl's Got Rhythm 
Elton John Island Girl 
Duran Duran Girls on Film 


Cindi Lauper Girls Just Wanna Have Fun i 
Motley Criie Girls, Girls, Girls 
Imagine if these songs were written bya 
traditionalist trying to avoid sexism. Try to 
sing one of these songs using “woman” F : 
“young lady” or “chick” in place of the word - 
“girl”. It'll never sell records. Of course — 
rules are meant to be broken and there is one _ 
possible exception to this list: this, of course, 
is the current smash hit by Aerosmith, ‘Dus 
Looks Like a Lady.” 


Me ha ais 


Spencer is obnoxious, annoying and thinks 
he is politically conservative. We keep him 
around for entertainment. ¥ 


They gave us good grades, 


& Our futures so bright... 


You better wear shades!!! 


LIVE AT THE GLENWOOD... 


But only if you want to meet 


great people and enjoy yourself! 


1565 N. University Ave. 
374-9090 
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PROVO’S FOLK MUSIC CENTER 


ALL TAYLOR GUITARS 


LESSONS 
strings & accessories 


FREE ADMISSION WITH THIS AD 


Feb. 13, 1988 


A | 
SeGlenvvood 


WHY: We're sick of paying big bucks to the radio and 
newspapers. So, we're giving out the cash we're 

saving from cutting back our media advertising 

and giving it to the people who deserve it... YOU! 


We are giving out "GLENWOOD SHADES" at 
Glenwood activities and the Glenwood office. 
We also have set times and places where and 
when the "GLENWOOD GUY" will be giving 
out crisp, green $5.00 bills to anyone wearing 
"GLENWOOD SHADES" (sunglasses, if you did't guess) 


GET YOUR SHADES, GET SOME CASH, 
AND 


___ SAVE YOURSELF 
FROM ANOTHER BORING SATURDAY NIGHT 


) y When you've had it with the same stutty, College students get a dollar off admission 

LIVE AT THE GLENWOOD! ee en a mis Seed pineal 

Premier Dance Club rescue you. Cards get two dollars off. The dance floor 

PLASTIQUE is the party place Saturday heats up fast and the DJ in PHAZE II 

: nights! Expect the unexpected: the (our new separate dance party room) 

musicis all the hits, the dance floor is plevs your requests immediately on 

<>. . immense, the lights dazzle, the demand! 

~V~ C lounges are cozy and the video is in .¥ 

your face. ‘ RN Ata 

i \ ," ) i vey PLASTIQUE is Provo’ only dance 

ETy OO When school and work pressures 3 Su") ¥ lub built in the eighties to introduce 

: have you all tied up, PLASTIQUE far be: bale the nineties. Find the party at 34 

amives in the nick of time. On spinning mito’ : West Center Street off University 

1565 N U 1 itv A Saturday the doors open at nine and ed pisco Palace Avenue in downtown Provo. 

. hiversity ve. your new tends are all there by ten. Call our Party Line at 374-9393. 


374-9090 


A PARTY TO STOP YOU IN YOUR TRACKS! 
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he Married Feminist 


by Karin Anderson England 


It’s harder to be a “feminist,” in the 
stereotypical sense of the word, after mar- 
iage than before. Maybe it’s a matter of 
practice—I’ve only been married four 
months, and I was single for twenty-five 
years. But I think it’s more a matter of 
experience Over ignorance; it was easier to 
maintain a list of hard-line policies in regard 
to men before I knew one intimately. As is 
generally the case, theories break down when 
applied to the subtleties of human nature. 

As a single feminist, I vowed that no 
husband of mine would be a stranger to our 
kitchen. The first marital blow to my integ- 
rity, however, came promptly after the 
honeymoon, as we faced the task of sorting 
and stashing our reception loot. In a burst of 
matronly know-how, I piled the gifts in the 
center of the living room, relishing the pros- 
pect of sorting them according to function, 
aesthetic value, and potential frequency of 
use. The female urge to organize a kitchen, 
be it genetic or environmental, was buming 
me up. I looked reproachfully at Mark, who 
had not conveniently retired to the tool room 
but had instead placed himself on the other 
side of the pile, critically examining each 
item. 

Epiphany struck. I didn’t want to share 
my kitchen. I didn’t want him advising me 
which Corningware sets were redundant or 
which appliances should go in which cup- 
board. I didn’t wanta single napkin ina single 
drawer I had not selected myself. 

It was a frightening moment. I lost con- 
fidence, and from that point on began to 
detect the insidious influences of sexism at 
every turn, Dishes, those quintessential to- 
kens of female subservience, became the 


telling proof of my deepest fears. I observed 
no signs of distress in my husband at the sight 
of a dirty dish in the sink. I let them accumu- 
late. Six dirty dishes, not counting the silver- 
ware, and still no response. Despairing that 
Mark was not the feminist he professed to be, 
I did them. In fact, I did them all that week, 
each time in passionate debate with myself 
whether it was worse to be a downtrodden 
slave or a hopeless nag. 

The drama was ruined, however, when 
Mark poked his head in and said, “What’s this 
obsession with dishes? Don’t you ever 
study?” 

I tried to salvage the martyrdom with, 
“Well, one of us has to do it.” 

He looked blank. Another moment of 
self-revelation for me. Sexism did not force 
me to do the dishes. At least not my 
husband’s. Fanaticism did. Again, I had no 
way of knowing whether it was God’s or 
society’s curse, butevery Pavlovian response 
in me strained to wash a dirty dish on sight. 
Mark simply didn’t see the point in filling the 
sink with hot water while there were still 
plenty of usable dishes in the cupboard. He 
washed dishes because there weren’t any 
more clean ones; I washed them because I 
liked to see them in gleaming stacks in the 
cupboard. If I wanted them done my way, it 
was only fair that I was the one who made the 
extra effort. 

With my self-image thus ruined, I was in 
a position to learn from some stupid mis- 
takes. Although Mark can attest that I have 
not yet gained a predictable equilibrium, I 
hope he recognizes some of the advances I’ ve 
made in conquering certain species of femi- 
nist paranoia. I want much of the feminism to 
stay, but not to the point that I balk and throw 
a private tantrum each time my husband 
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makes a casual suggestion without the trap- 
pings of a family council. I do not believe the 
relationship can remain healthy if I scream 
“No! I’ll go when I decide to!” each time he 
says, “Hey, let’s go to lunch.” 

So, with some of the more obvious mani- 
festations of feminism dissolved, I am left to 
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re-define my feminine awareness, and to re- 
stake the boundaries of my personal liberty as 
they apply in the bonds of matrimony. It will 


please see Feminist 
on page 10. 


Chivalry or Chauvinism? 


by Kathleen Tait 


Some of my peers perceive me to have kind of a split 
personality. Although I have some “feminist” (whatever that 
really means) tendencies, I feel very strongly about the words of 
our current prophet as well as those of past prophets concerning 
divinely designated roles of women. I don’t think these two 
notions are contradictory at all, but rather easily congruent. I 
certainly believe that men and women are equal, but different in 
some fundamental ways. I don’t always understand why things 
are the way they are, but I feel pretty safe in following the 
prophet. There are some things that have been placed into the 
male or female categories, however, that I do not believe were 
divinely decreed anywhere. Case in point: the opening of doors. 

Recently, a guy I know commented to me that he could 
never tell whether a woman would be upset that he opened a 
door for her, or if she’d be upset that he didn’t. I have to admit 
that if I were a guy, I’d have hard time knowing what to do to. 

Occasionally, I meet up with a true chauvinist, but in 
general, I don’t believe men open doors because they feel that 
women are incapable of doing it themselves. I think most of us 
would agree that they do it out of courtesy. I don’t have a 
problem with men opening building doors for me. (And I also 
appreciate being helped out of a car when I am wearing a dress 
and heels. My center of gravity is lower than the average male's 
and I feel humiliated to throw my leg out of a low-riding autto— 
and usually out of my dress— to hoist myself up and out.) In 
fact, lusually appreciate it. What really bothers me is when men 
won’tletme open doors for them. Let’s return to the previously 
stated reason that people open doors for others: courtesy. It’s 
ridiculous to think that men can be courteous to women, but 


women can’t be courteous back. And sometimes it’s so 
much more convenient for the woman to do the door 
opening. 

Picture this scenario. A man and a woman walk 
towards the SFLC and, in keeping with tradition, the man 
opens the door for the woman. The woman walks through, 
only to be faced with a second door. What does she do? 
Does she wait until the man struggles to work his way 
around her and open the second door for her? Does she just 
open the door for herself and goin? Well, it seems to me that 
it would only be natural for the woman to open the second 
door for the man. The man shows courtesy for the woman 
and the woman shows courtesy back. 

This is the philosophy with which I function, and I have 
been amazed at the opposition I have met. Most guys look 
at me sideways or give a half-hearted laugh as they walk 
through the door. I can understand these kinds of reactions 
because I realize that my behavior is somewhat unconven- 
tional. But once ina while, I meet up witha guy whorefuses 
to walk through a door if it is being held open by a female. 
These types usually make some comment like “I’m sorry, 
but I was raised to be a gentleman.” It’s very interesting. It’s 
also a little offensive and shows an unwillingness to relin- 
quish unmeaningful traditions. I should be able to show 
courtesy to a man the same as he shows courtesy to me. 

And don’t get me wrong; I recognize some exceptions, 
like a severely pregnant woman who may have a hard time 
opening a door. When I’m nine months pregnant I hope 
people (male or female) will be kind enough to help me with 
the 150 lb. plus doors of the Kimball Tower. 

If you're a woman, be courteous when you reach a door 


SR art by Julie Bell 
ahead of someone else and open it for him or her. And when 
a woman opens a door for you—if you're a man—don’t stare’ 
at her, or let your machismo feel threatened. Don’t read too 
much into a simple action and misperceive itto mean that she's 
expressing hostility at her oppression or is abandoning all the 
sacredness of womanhood. Maybe she’s just trying to be. 
courteous. 
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Mothers can continue to grow intellectually ina 
y number of ways. I hope to learn about areas that 
year as I was preparing for my wedding, I was _ directly affect the family, such as financial planning, 
ing as an intern at the Bureau of Labor Statistics in _ insurance, health, and car maintenance. [also plan to 
ashington, D.C. My co-workers frequently asked questions continue reading good literature on my own, and my 
ny career plans and seemed surprised when Itoldthem — husband andI havea goal of learning anew language 
ils—to finish my undergraduate degree in statistics (I every decade. 
two semesters left) and then be a full-time mother. Many people I talked with encouraged me to 
my surprise, many of my LDS friends were similarly have both a career and children. While I can see 
by my plan. One of the myself having a career 
that people often asked after my children are 
t learning of my career objec- grown, I don’t think a 
s (or lack thereof) was, “Why are woman can do justice 
going to college if you’re not to the calling of mother 
g to have a career?” while simultaneously 
Several reasons come to mind. raising children and 
ably the most practical reason is pursuing a career out- 
y degree is the best insurance side the home. Since I 
>y I can have should the need benefitted tremen- 
‘arise to support myself and my dously from having 
n. Developing marketable had a full-time mother, 
that I could call upon if neces- Irealizejusthow much 
3 gives mea feeling of security,§©§ s—__—____________ {ing and effort it takes 
- Perhaps more important than to really do a good job 
scurity an education gives me, however, are the analyti- 
1 skills and knowledge it provides. In addition to learning 
icacies of statistics, I’ ve learned abouta variety of sub- 
ts, such as music, art, chemistry, microbiology, and poli- 
, that will make me a more useful member of society. And 
latever knowledge and skills I’ve gained here are lasting— 
ll have them for the rest of this life and the life to come— 
ile careers don’t fall into the “lasting” category. 
nother question one of my friends at BLS asked was, 
’t you want to keep your mind active?” Her question 
cts a somewhat Commonly held notion among working 
en that full-time mothers mostly clean, cook, and then 
h soap operas in their spare time. While it will be more 
fficult to keep my mind active as I raise little children and 
-care of household chores than if I were working all day 
omplex statistical formulas, it’s not impossible. 
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I don't think a woman can do 
justice to the calling of 
mother while simultaneously 
raising children and pursuing 
a career outside the home 


raising children. 

Joanne Doxey of the Relief Society General 
Presidency emphasizes the important role mothers 
play. “The responsibility of teaching proper values 
and sacred truths cannot be successfully delegated to 
anyone else,” she says. “We must remember the 
sanctity of these children.” 

Societal pressures and desires to feel that we’re 
doing something useful in the eyes of the world 
sometimes cause all of us to lose sight of our ultimate 
goal. In the end, however, we must ask ourselves 
what is most important. We need to realize that 
feelings of self-worth and success must come from 
within—from doing what is right—if they are to be 
lasting. 
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Letter to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 
I am writing in reply to your article: Politics and Mormonism: 
Doctrine or Opinion? 

I would like to clarify the obvious mistake William Kelly makes 
throughout the article. 

The College Americans used no deceptive statements or quotes 
made by church authorities. 

When a quote was given, it was shown by title assignment to be 
either an official church statement or merely opinion of the author. 

Itis true that the Church has no stand on politics but the General 
Authorities and the First Presidency have made many statements of 
official doctrine against communism and other governmental sys- 
tems. They neither support nor denounce any anti-communist organi- 
zations, but they do come out on record as anti-communist and pro- 
freedom. 

The statement, “It is also impossible to find any public statement 
whatsoever made by President Benson since becoming the prophet 
concerning these issues.”, is a fib! 

Has Mr. Kelly read the Nov. 87 Conference report that happens 
to be official church doctrine, or has he chosen to ignore it in his 
article? If he had read it he would see that the church’s official stand 
is pro-freedom. Any reasonably attune person can see that commu- 
nism is anti-freedom. Can we not then assume that the church doesn’t 
support a double standard on that issue? 

If you want proof of the communist stand on freedom then here 
is a quote made by a devout communist that was in a high political 
position in the U.S.S.R., it reads: “We hate Christianity and Chris- 
tians; even the best of them must be regarded as our worst enemies. 
They preach love of one’s neighbor and mercy, which is contrary to 
our principles. Christian love is an obstacle to the development of the 
revolution. Down with love of one’s neighbors. What we need is 
hatred. We must know how to hate; only thus shall we conquer the 
universe.”. 

Finally I believe that Mr. Kelly is, shall we say, “Darting the 
issue”, by his article. Is it possible that Mr. Kelly is afraid we are 
right? If he isn’t afraid then why doesn’t he confront the issue in a 
open debate with me, in private with anyone he could find. 

For the record, this is not an official statement of the College 
Americans, it is merely my statement of fact. 

Sincerely, 
Rodney J. McGuire 
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peminict from page 8 


take a long time to get it all straight. I still 
notice Mark’s study time is more ample than 
mine, and J am annoyed when he feels no 
concer over the state of the house when 
guests appear (Mark’s note: Ido feel concern. 
I just don’t care). I feel persecuted for the 
entire female race when I see that the clean- 
liness of our home is a statement of my 
competence and has no bearing at all on our 
landlady’s opinion of Mark. In all of the 
conflicts, I find it increasingly important to 
stop apologizing, to Mark or myself, for my 
characteristically feminine thought proc- 
esses and my valid female needs and emo- 
tions. But, when it comes down to the essen- 
tials, I guess I’ve never been big on the fine 
balances of perfect justice. In marriage, I 
need to temper mathematical equality with 
my sense of Christian (and romantic) love 
and service. I can not love or give uncondi- 
tionally while I am tallying deeds and omis- 
sions, 

Still, I’m glad that today he did the dishes 
and I shoveled the driveway. 

Mark’ snote: I just wanted to clarify that 
I don't do the dishes as often as Karin does 
because I have a higher tolerance level for 
untidiness. It has nothing to do with gender. 
I also don’t want to say anything insensitive 
at this moment because Karin has been an 


Lounges in Men's Restrooms. 
Why? 


by Ernie Bevins 


For far too long women There are some pretty 
alone have enjoyed the privi- good reasons, stemming from 
leges of lounges in public rest ees z ‘| basic biological differences, 
rooms. They claim that cer- | by Jill Daine | that women have lounges in 
tain uncontrollable monthly ———— J their restrooms and men don’t. 
physical ailments necessitate these pastel-colored semi-pri- Women need them and men don’t. Let’s look at a couple of the reasons. 
vate hospital rooms. They’re loaded with more extras than First, once a month women go through an incredibly inconvienient 
Donna Rice. How many people do you know that have an time, during which their bodies do peculiar things. There is a miriad of 
adjustable hospital bed with an accompanying seven-foot ailments women experience during this trying time such as hot flashes, 
magazine rack in their home bathroom? Okay, maybe extreme tiredness, back-aches, and cramps which can be excruciating. 
women deserve a nice lounge area in the ladies room; but And there are probably more symptoms. If we didn’t have lounges, 
men deserve one too! women would be agonizingly strewn throughout the hallways of our 
For certain physical reasons a man needs a good waiting lovely campus. It would be a terrible sight. 
area like the women’s lounge. When women enter the rest I have heard that men’s bodies go through some kind of cycle, but no 
room they have no decisions to make—they go to sit down. one has ever confirmed this for me. And even if it is true—that they go 
If the facilities are all “occupado” it’s no problem waiting for through cycles—I have never seen them express such horrific symptoms. 
an open stall. Men, on the other hand, have an option. When Second, also having to with a woman’s physiology, women have 
they enter through those double doors they have a decision babies (the b-factor). A woman’s life is affected by the b-factor in many 
to make—do I need to sit or will standing do it this time? crucial ways before and after giving birth. There’s morning sickness (and 
Here’s where it gets awkward. Sometimes men have to sit afternoon and evening sickness) that occurs purely as a function of being 
when all the stalls are “occupado.” Sure there’s plenty of pregnant and the exhaustion of constantly carrying the weight of a 
standing facilities available, but that won’t solve the prob- bowling ball. Then the baby comes. I, for one, would feel much more 
lem. So men are forced to pace back and forth between the comfortable breast-feeding in private. Sure we could sit on the comfy 
sinks and the stalls waiting for an opening. All the other porcelain recliner for this, but a lounge is really a much better place for 
customers offer the next available standing facility to the mommy and baby. 


patient pacer. The pacer is left to explain his dilemma—”No, Maybe you're thinking “Hey, this is a great argument for women's absolute charm taking care of me this past 
go ahead, I’m waiting... for uh...” The othercustomers _ lounges, but not against men's lounges.” Well, there are no reasons for | week while I have been on my death bed and 
soon realize: “Oh, that guy has to sit.” men to have lounges. It would take valuable time, space, and money; and applying for a grant at the same time. 


If men had a lounge area to wait in, this uncomfortable they just don’t need them. When men start breast-feeding, they can have 
situation wouldn’t exist. Men could simply identify the a lounge too. 
stalled customers by their shoes and then wait in the lounge ' And by the way, I find it much easier to “hold it” when I’m pacing 
area for an opening. around than when I’m sitting. 


(Karin’s note: He owes me.) After reading 
this, does it meanI have to help more with the 
dishes? 
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y Gary Burgess 


Student Review has always been known for the sexist 

ies they throw, but last weekend had to be the worst. It 

another Saturday with the guys all day doing layout for 

paper. They’d spent hours proofreading and battling with 

e copy and ads too small and egos too big; they wanted to 

, and have some entertainment. Sometimes seeing the 

y side of Provo like you do with the Student Review does 

at to you. But this last Saturday the guys were in especially 

moods; around nine o’clock they started showing up at 

office, clearing off a few tables for poker, and bridge 
ames for the girls. 

“T thought I told Jorge to clean up the place,” someone 

| said. “Geez, I can’t even say that name without hyper- 

ventilating.” 
| _ The polish sausage and sauerkraut showed up and the 
nes began. Mark Freeman, the front-page editor, had 


| of the scoops his staff had come up with. Chewing on 
t oothpicks, he started telling us about some of the graft going 
| “on in the Bean Museum, the corruption on the Folk Dancing 
team. Gesticulating wildly, he told us about moves by the ad- 
_ ministration to move Soapbox to a study room in the Law 
Building. 

_____ Last year his speech would get slurred later on in the 
evenings, and we would doubt the truth to some of his stories. 
He made some crazy comment one time about a custodial 


lab assistants have hung on for years, and their not gonna 
_ budge neither,” we said. That was before the Thanksgiving 
_ Day demonstrations when the blue-shirted night shift walked 
__arm in arm across campus to the Widtsoe and started bashing 
| petri dishes and holding the leading lab assistant over a 
unson burner. We payed Mark more attention from then on 
(oem 
Last Saturday he started losing, and losing big. He 
_ started getting cranky and irritable with us, telling us to “Cut 
_ da’ tripe,” and yelling things like,” Yo Irene! More chips eh?” 
_ or “Hey Shirley, stop sitting there like a princess on her trone 
_ andGET DALEAD OUT! What d’ya tink we bought you da 
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“Tt’s a Dirty, Crummy Business. . .” 


tush for power in the Widstoe. We didn’t believe him. “The _ 
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water cooler for, anyways? Geez!” 

Then he started saying whata low-down, sorry joint BYU 
was and how you couldn’t get a good back rub anywhere in 
town at three in the morning. He motioned to one of the girls, 
Lola, tocome over. He said,”Hey baby, how’se about a little 
dance?” All the guys chimed in, “Yeah toots, like you did at 
the Correspondence Ball, remember?” 

I knew Lola was tired, real tired. She’d been on another 
of her chewing gum and celery diets that week, and she wasn’t 
about to take that kind of talk from anyone, not even Mark 
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Freeman. 

“You're up a tree,” she said, nodding at one of the girls 
to deal the next hand. 

“Come on sugar, what d’ ya tink we’re paying you for, 
anyhow?” With that all talk stopped. Someone dashed their 
chips to the floor. You could hear your skin against your 
clothes. Lola looked up and gave Mark that “you ain’t 
chopped liver” look of hers. Mark was smiling, showing afew 
gold fillings, fingering some bills on the table. 

“Tt’d mean a lot to me and the guys if you would, sweet 
cheeks,” Mark said, slowly, evenly. I could see her melt then 
like someone was pouring warm, perfumed oil all over her. 

“Sure, sure Mark,” she said pushing her chair out, 
walking over to us like she was carrying thirty pounds of 
shrapnel in each hip. She started off with “I Got Rhythm,” and 
ended with a steamy rendition of “That Old Black Magic” that 
left all the guys shivering and wishing they’d followed their 
mother’s advice and been accountants. Lola got down from 
the table, smoothed her white cotton dress, and went back to 
the girls. 

“They’ve had a long day, girls. I feel I owes it to ‘em. I 
guess boys will be boys. Comeon, let’s play bridge.” she said, 
laughing weakly. 

“Geez, someone open a window in here! My breath is 
forming skirts in front of my face!” Mark said. “That was real 
nice, real nice there honey. All of us are real appreciative.” 

The night would have been over quiet andpeaceful, had 
not Mark’s losing streak become as wide as the lapels on his 
tuxedo. He was mumbling “Why I oughta...” over and over 
again to himself, but no one really thoughthe’d gocrazy on us. 
He flipped the table after he folded on a pair of threes bluff by 
Kelly, and the two started scattering chips from here to 
Toledo. Then Lola threw herself between the two of them and 
pulled Mark down by the water pipes. She was crying up a 
river. 

“Cut da waterworks, will ya’s?” Mark said, wiping his 
bleeding mouth. “Dat bowser had it comin’.” 
“But why! Why is it always like this for you brutes?” 

“It’s dis dirty, crummy business were in, babe. Fit only 
for the animals of da jungle.” 


Women in Movies: Not Yet 


y Colin Bay 
“l thought that at last, there might be some 


independent beings. But there are so many 
se starts, backsliders, and downright los- 
that now I wonder. A glance at the 
ies playing in town this week should be 
h to show what I mean. 

t’s start with Braddock: Missing in 
ion 3, Chuck Norris’s new client of the 
nk ammo industry. Find a poster for the 
Ovie and watch Chuck Norris’s face closely 
inute—that’s about how much change 
xpression you'll see on his face in the 
Ovie. Here is the extreme downside, where 
are props like grenade launchers and 
ing tanks. Very progressive. 

Then there’s Three Men and a Baby, the 
rican remake of a better French film that 
$s to apply traditional family values to 
freedom. But what does the message 
Out to be? A mother abandons her baby 
cause it’s too hard to handle a child and a 
er at once, while three self-consciously 
amous stars preen themselves and act sur- 
rised that even mencan care for ababy. This 


tripe grosses more than $100 million? Idon’t 
think we’re quite there yet. 

We’re not even close while we’re 
watching The Princess Bride. 1 saw this 
movie the day it opened and thought, “This 
will play in Provo for months.” Yup. The 
novel was clever, but translated to the screen, 
watching real people talk to each other and 


doesn’t know what to do. Uh-oh—sounds 
like another variation on the plot of woman as 
helpless victim of men and circumstances. 
What makes the movie enjoyable for me is 
that it isn’t: people wait for Loretta’s deci- 
sions not because they need to pacify her in 
order to have their way later, but because they 
know she is in charge of herself, formidably 


Finally, we get a female lead the audience 
must take seriously, a woman who is 
successful and assertive 


look at each other, the caricature of the beau- 
tiful princess loses some of its humor. Here 
the nod to the concept of women as people 
consists of making the princess petulant and 
finicky—admirable in its own way, perhaps, 
if the year were 1950. 

That’s about the year Moonstruck could 
be set in, though it isn’t. Woman gets en- 
gaged, falls in love with the man’s brother, 


independent. Moonstruck is arather pleasant 
surprise, but because it’s so tongue-in-cheek 
people don’t have to take the characters seri- 
ously. 

Baby Boom, on the other hand, only 
Starts out looking like what we want to see: 
it’sa delight most of the way through, the lead 
is a woman, and it seems to play against 
stereotypes. But as a reflection of women’s 


roles, it’s a disappointment. Diane Keaton 
both succeeds in business and gets her man, 
since it’s aromantic comedy, but it’s the man 
who makes the first move toward a relation- 
ship, she loses her competitive edge at work 
as soon as she starts taking care ofa baby, and 
the film finally implies that women can’t 
make it in the normal work world and be 
happy. Don’t you almost despair of seeing 
anything but the traditional condescension 
toward female characters? 

Okay, go see Broadcast News. Now, 
here is a fine movie: it’s intelligent, it’s 
funny, it’s truthful, and it’s romantic without 
putting a woman on a pedestal or patting her 
on the head likea nice doggie. Finally, we get 
a female lead the audience must take seri- 
ously, a woman who is successful and 
assertive. She makes the choices; she makes 
the first move towards romance; she makes 
the difficult ethical decision at the end; she is 
what the story revolves around. Why can’t 
we have more films like this? Looking at 
Provo’s movie offerings this week, I’d say 
it’s because we’re busy watching other 
things. Here and in Hollywood, 1950 wasn’t 
so long ago. 
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Top 10 Best-Dressed Men at BYU 


The College Male — 


Durby, Conn.,Monarch Books, 1964. 
by Williams McC | ure 


Usually when someone places a book on 
his coffee table (Postum bench, whatever), he 
puts it there to be browsed through by some 
visitor who has been forced to cool his heals 
on the two legged couch for five to ten min- 
utes. Not the case with my roomies, no; they 
put out a thin book that challenges your very 
manhood and attitude—the 1964 commen- 
tary (with case histories) on The College 
Male, by Henry Ellsworth. I unwittingly 
picked it up during the Chicago-Minnesota 
Monday Night Football game, just to check 
out the “Campus Sex Rules and How They 
Are Broken” section that everyone was 
laughing about, and found myself reading 
most of it within a day. 

The books taunts us with chapters on 
homosexuality (a reported 30% college men 
had premartial experiences) and problems of 
college life (6 out of 10 left college before 
graduation). I will only deal with the chapters 
on “Hoaxes, Practical Jokes and Pranks,” and 
“That Spring Vacation.” Remember that 
these practices are not typical here at the “Y”, 
because the administration will not tolerate 
them. 

One sure sign of a college male is his 
participation in hoaxes and practical jokes. 
“At Cornell, several years ago, students 
seized the campus radio station. . .for eight 
minutes they broadcast reports that Russian 
planes had bombed London and Paris.” It 
seems though, that the glory days of the 
hoaxes are long gone; it is hard to believe that 
students would buy a tank and have it put on 
the lawn of an administration building these 
days, like a group did in 1959. Another 


"World's Sloppiest Hamburgers" 


THE FAR SIDE 


“He's got one shot left, Murray — 
and then he’s ours!” 


famous prank occured at Harvard where the 
bell struck thirteen times every noon because 
a senior shot the bell with a rifle. 

The author writes rather sadly: “they 
[pranks] still occur, men still perpetrate them 
on occasion. . .but they seemed to lose their 
flair. . there was a time when much energy, 
money and time were spent in preparation of 
a joke or hoax with the only reward being a 
smile. . . The day of the grand prank is gone, 
alas. And many people rue its passing.” 

The last chapter to be discussed is called 
“That Spring Vacation”. It discusses that 
crazy desire of college males to exhibit their 
masculinity on spring break. States the au- 
thor: 

One explanation is that the riots are a 
function of the life forces of nature, which 
seem to burgeon in the spring . . . last year 
(1963) rioting Princetonians all but de- 
stroyed the railroad station and several other 
sections of town. . .. Of course, probably the 
worst incident to occur during one season 
was when a bar, which advertised all the beer 
you could drink for a dollar, ran out of 
beer...the outraged students did some dam- 
age tothe place. ...The spring madnessis not 
permanent, it passes in a few weeks; at least 
we know from them that our young people are 
still capable of feeling and reacting to the 
pressures of life. 

I wish I could have jammed in more 
material from the book; I think its’s fascinat- 
ing how college men have changed so little in 
twenty years. I, myself, finally had to decide 
that I’m not going to a real college, nor have 
I participated in any real campus activities 
since arriving here from Vermont. I justhope 
that I fake it enough to get by in the business 
world when I get out. 


By GARY LARSON 


©1987 Universal Press Syndicate 


Sawer 


by Lynette Clay Cole 


President Holland —for his impeccable 
ability to mix traditional, business-like and 
fatherly styles all in one. 

Mark Crockett —the word “Spiffy” 
definitely comes to mind. 


real fashion trends are. 
Paul Vassau —because no matter what 

he wears, his smile just says it all. 

Jeff Chatman —for making the BYU 


Jed Udall —for an acute sense of what 


basketball uniforms better looking than ever} 
before; he makes all cougar fans proud. 
Rob Hutchins —for that unmistakable 
“collegiate” look. 
Dr. Dahrl Petersen —because this pro- 
fessor is never caught without matching 
socks, shoes, sweater, tie, and slacks. 
Rob Daines —for looking very ASBYU. 
Jorge Valencia —he never has a single 
thread out of place. 
Dave Guido —for always sporting that] 
California look. : 


Out there, ominously moving toward its destiny, 
was a truck with Reuben’s name on it. 


The Far Side of Food 


On the Corner of 100 North and 400 West 


© 1988 Universal Press Syndicate 


Dinosaur nerds 


ob Bringhurst 


Emily Cooper: woke up, stumbled out of 
d, and picked a piece of meat from the back 
‘teeth. It was Saturday morning. While 
ting on makeup, she used her sharp, ana- 
ical mind to ponder her date with Nick the 
ht before. It made her feel good to pay for 
his meal and to be able to say, “You just order 
ything you want, ‘cause Ill pay for it.” Of 
, she got repaid later that night. Emily 
uckled and held back a belch while saun- 
into the kitchen. 

he ate some leftover pizza for break- 


t, took a swig from a half-empty milk 
ca ton, an and turned on the football game. 

e digging out popcorn from the couch 
hions to fill her mouth, Emily heard the 
one ring. She answered and heard Nick’s 
bling voice mumbling something about 
you really loved me,” and “self respect.” 
Emily interrupted him, saying, “TI hate it 
hen youcry. Can’t you shut up?” He broke 
m; she hung up. When her team scored a 
chdown, she clenched her fists and yelled, 

“forcing popcorn to spurt out her mouth. 

____ The day wore on. After watching a 
couple of football games, she went down- 
town to bowl and shoot some pool, but losing 
to a hustler put her in a bad mood. She 
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grabbed some dark red lipstick out of her 
purse and smeared it on her lips. Night 
came. She was looking for action, looking 
for a man, looking for trouble. 

After a quick outing at Chuck’s Mas- 
sage Parlor, our heroine still felt unsatisfied. 
She tried but failed to pick up some men at 
Kate’s Bar and Guill, but then a big woman 
named Belinda brushed too close to her. 
‘After insulting each others’ fathers, they 
agreed to settle the dispute outside. 

Emily began the fight with a left hook, 
but Belinda ducked and sentacrushing right 
into Emily’s mouth. She stumbled, spat out 


two teeth, and caught Belinda with a right 
jab, followed by a savage left hook that sent 
the woman reeling to the ground. Two swift 
kicks to the stomach ended the fight. Emily 
Started to walk away, but admiring the 
woman for not having cried out, she helped 
her to her feet, and then bought her a beer. 
Emily stumbled home early in the 
morning, tore Nick’s note off the door, and 
made her way into the bathroom to remove 
her makeup. 
She thought about going to church the 
next day, but instead, spat on the floor and 
mumbled, “Religion is for men and chil- 
dren.” 
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by David Veloz 


When you’re about fourteen, the Drill 
Bit of Sex starts to augur into your brain, and 
as far as I know, it doesn’t stop until you die. 
And then there are some who say it doesn’t 
stop then, either. So what do you do? 

You come to BYU, where sexuality is 
like Pepsi in the Coke factory, like beef ribs 
at a Krishna wedding, like a Marie Osmond 
shirt at a Metallica festival: either you don’t 
do it, or else you want it bad enough. 

Good enough. No problem. You can 
wait. Do hip things like date a lot and hang 
Sports Illustrated calendars all over your 
apartment, and you'll make it to your wed- 
ding. But something happens along the way. 
Men turn into women. Men are so desperate 
to gain the favors of the fairer sex, that they 
gender bend over backwards, and even far- 
ther sometimes. 

You know it’s true. Why else would a 
man ever proudly put on a pink oxford shirt 
and white pleated pants and leather shoes 
with little frillies on them except because 
some leggy thing with a tan thinks he’s just 
the cutest boy? 

Puke and vomit. In the sober light of day 
you feel like dying, but come tonight you’ll 
splash on some perfume (“cologne” is only a 
euphemism), buy a flower, and take her out 
for organic pasta and a flavored soda water. 
Then you'll go toacute movie like For Keeps 
or Batteries Not Included. Hey, says an- 
drogynous you, it’s worth it. Now she’ll ask 
me back to her apartment to look at her 
teddies (bears, she specifies, after you see the 
mountain of stuffed animals on her bed) and 
listen to thatkeen new Sadealbum. Wow, and 
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Chaste Doesn't Mean Wimpy 


if you are really tender and remind her you 
did your home teaching, maybe she’ll plant 
some pink goo on your cheek and ask you to 
come back in the summer so you can ride her 
cute scooter. 

What's wrong with that, you ask? Noth- 
ing except that’s what women hate. Show up 
late on a Ninja with no money, no shower, 
and wearing a leather vest and engineering 
boots, and you’ ve got yourself alove slave. If 
she pretends to balk, kick her. Physical abuse 
has gotten a bad rap lately. It works, and 
chicks dig it. Then take her to someplace 
dangerous, like the train tracks or a power 
plant, and eat beef jerkey. 

Chaste doesn’t mean wimpy. Since you 
can’t have it, flaunt it. Give her a taste of real 
men. Belch. Ignore her. Hold her by the chin 
and talk about the Establishment in monosyl- 
lables. Take her to Denver and leave her there 
if she complains. Romance isn’t dead in the 
eighties. It’s just been poisoned by the libido. 
You'll never get married if you take her to 
plays and read her poetry. The sound of Led 
Zeppelin and cracking knuckles is the time- 
tested music of love. 


ANOTHER GREAT MOMENT 
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with Bob Bringhurst — 
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mry Whiffen, Financial Planning 
ices, 710 TNRB, 

, 2:00 & 4:00 p.m. 

u uily Violence Conference 


A Qu orum of the Seventy 
7 General Sessions: Thursday, Feb. 18, 


Uni iversity credit availale 
info :136 Harman Building, 378-4853 
— -BYL U Counseling Workshop 
: Sp onsored by the BYU Student Life 


25-26, 


Ps D . Allen Ivey, Amherst College, speaker 
Jniversity credit available 


t a Phase You’re Going Through” 


*s displays in the ELWC Garden 


echnologies, Feb. 11,710 TNRB, 


.. Feb. 18, 710 TNRB, 2:00 p.m., 


enty, Marriott Center Feb. 16, 11:00 a.m. 


ohn S. Schwendiman, Manager, Strategic 


sored by United Way of Utah County, 
BYU Dept. of Social Work, Feb. 18-19 
Keynote Address: Russell C. Taylor, First 


i 1:00-5:00 p.m ., Friday, Feb. 19, 8:00 a.m.- 


ounseling and Developement Center, Feb. 


Haitian Art Show 
Over 100 origional oils & watercolors 
587 Elizabeth Street (1150 E. 600 S.) 
SLC, through Feb. 12 
Kimball Art Center 
Royden Dard & Jennifer Christensen 
prints, etchings & woodcuts 
Through March 2 
Springville Art Museum 
"A Woman's View: The Photography 
of Elfie Huntington" 
Salt Lake Art Center 
Motion Picture Poster Exhibit 
Posters from 1920’s to recent years 
on loan from BYU, through Feb. 21 
“Times and Seasons” by artist Bonnie 
Sucec, through Feb. 14 
20 West Temple, SLC 
info: 328-4201 
BYU 
Faculty Art Show 
B.F. Larson Gallery, HEAC 
through Feb. 16 
Arizona Landscapes 
prints, passtels and paintings 
B.F. Larsen Gallery, HFAC, Feb. 18-29 
Fine Arts Exhibit 
Gallery 303, HFAC, Feb. 18-29 
Michael Whelan, America's premier 
illustrator of science fiction & fantasy 
Gallery 303, through March 26 


Ballet West 

"Giselle" 

Capitol Theatre, Feb. 10-13 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets: 533-5555 


BYU 
“Turn the Gas Back On” 
Margetts Arena Theater, HFAC 
through Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m. 
tickets 378-7447 
“Oklahoma” 
Pardoe Theatre, HEFAC 
Feb. 17-27, 7:30 p.m. tickets 378-7447 
Salt Lake Acting Co. 
“Sand Mountain” (comedy) 
168 W. Sth N. S.L.C. 
through Feb. 10, 8:00 p.m., 
tickets 363-0525 
Salt Lake Repertory Theatre 
"West Side Story" 
Kingsbury Hall, University of Utah, 
Feb. 15 & 20, and March 4 & 5, 7:30 
tickets: 363-0525 $5.00-$12.00 
Lab Theatre, U of U 
"Minnesota Moon" & "Triplet" 
Feb. 11-13, 8:00 p.m., Feb. 14, 7:00 
Performing Arts Building 
Hale Center Theater 
2801 S. Main Street, SLC 
“I Came to Your Wedding” 
Through Feb. 22, 8:00 p.m. 
Pinocchio 
each Saturday, 1:00 p.m. 
tickets 484-9257 


eee Revie 


‘HE CALENDAR 


Pioneer Theatre 
University of Utah 
“The Dining Room” 
Feb, 10-27, 7:30 p.m. 
tickets: 581-6961 
Egyptian Theatre 
Little Shop of Horrors 
Feb. 12-April 2, Thursday - Saturday 
8:00 p.m., $6.00 p.m. 
Center Stage Theatre 
3350 Highland Drive, SLC 
"The Lion in Winter" 
Thursday-Saturday, 8:00 p.m. 


Congratulations Mark & Karen! 
February 11, 1988, Symphony Hall 
Audio Visions Dance 
Sil’s Ivy Tower, 105 N. 500 W. 
Feb. 12, 9:00 p.m.-1:30 a.m. 


Utah Symphony 
VIVALDI Violin Concerto 
with Jaime Laredo, Feb. 12 & 13 
BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 6, the 
“Pastoral” RAVEL Daphnis et Chloe 
Suite No. 2, and KORNGOLD’s Piano 
for the Left Hand, performed by Gary 
Graffman, Feb. 19 & 20 
All performances are held in Symphony 
Hall, SLC, at 8:00 p.m. 
Student tickets: $3.00, 533-6407 
Temple Square Concert Series 
Jeffrey Showell, viola, with Paula 
Fan, piano, Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m: Free 
University of Utah A Cappella Choir 
Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m. Free 
Myron B. Patterson, organ 
Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m. Free 
Brigham Young University Men’s 
Chorus with the BYU Wind Ensemble 
Feb. 20, 7:30 p.m. Free 
Provo Tabernacle 
Opera West presents “Love Your 
Opera” 
Feb. 12 & 13, 7:30 p.m. 
BYU Men’s Chorus & Wind Sym- 
phony 
Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m. 
BYU 
Ray Smith, Saxaphone (resident 
artist) 
Madsen Recital Hall, Feb. 16, 7:30 p.m. 
Eastman Brass (Performing Arts 
Series) 
Madsen Recital Hall, Feb. 17, 7:30 p.m. 
University Ensemble Chamber Or- 
chestra 
Madsen Recital Hall, Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m. 
Snowbird 
Warren Millers Band 
every Wed.& Fri., 8:00 p.m., $3.00 
July Kelly, Tom Gorvin (jazz) 
Feb. 14, 8:00 p.m., $8.00 
Paladium 
Gene Loves Jezebel-Flesh for Lulu 
Feb. 22, $12.00 


Steep's 

One Drop (reggae) 
Park City Resory Center 
Feb. 10, 7:00 p.m. 


Ades 


International Cinema -250 SWKT 
Feb. 9-13: 

A Raisin in the Sun (English) 

Sugar Cane Alley (French) 

Dance Black America (English) 
Feb. 16-20: 

I Vitelloni (Italian) 

Tasio (Spanish) 

Full Moon Lunch (Japanese) 

Varsity 
Inner Space 

through Feb. 11, 4:30, 7:00 & 9:30 p.m. 
Adventures in Babysitting 

Feb. 12-18, 4:30, 7:00 & 9:30 p.m. 
Wait Until Dark 

Feb. 12, 11:30 p.m. 
Place of Weeping 

Feb. 19-25, 4:30, 7:00 & 9:30 p.m. 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid 

Feb. 19, 11:30 p.m. 

Varsity II 
Emest Goes to Camp 

Feb. 12-15, 7:00 & 9:30 p.m. 
Roxanne 

Feb. 19-22, 7:00 & 9:30 p.m. 

Film Society 

214 CTB 
Road to Bali 

Feb. 12 & 13, 6:00 & 9:00 p.m. 
Black Narcissus 

Feb. 19 & 20, 6:00 & 9:00 p.m. 

Cinema in Your Face 

45 W. 300 S. SLC 

Please see advertisement, facing page. 

Discount!! Student tickets: $3.00 with 

BYU LD. 

info & daily schedules: 364-3647 

Snowbird 
Michael Nash's Video Film Festival 

Feb. 18, 8:00 p.m. $4.00 

Utah Theatre 

Cool French Films 
Jean de Florette 

Utah Theatre, nightly, 7:30 & 9:00 p.m. 
Manon of the Spring 

Trolly Comers, nightly, 7:00 & 9:15 


BYU 

Men’s Basketball vs. Wyoming 
Marriott Center, Feb. 11, 7:35 p.m. 

Women’s Basketball vs. DePaul 
Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m. 

Women’s Basketball vs. Portland 
State 
Feb. 13, 5:00 p.m. 

Men’s Basketball vs. Colorado State 
Marriott Center, Feb. 13, 3:05 p.m. 

Women’s Tennis vs. New Mexico 
Feb. 19, 5:00 p.m. 

Women’s Gymnastics vs. Utah State 
SFH, Feb. 19, 7:00 p.m. 
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Ster eotypes from front page 


Strength of Great Possessions, “Great 
possessions are not only important in their 
own right, but they also give us power when 
translated into their equivalents in education, 
security, comfort, peace, influence, the joy of 
accomplishmentor the ability to help others.” 
According to Dr. Bartley Day, head of the 
Career Education faculty at BYU, itis mostly 
students who define their success only in 
terms of high income that feel tremendous 
presssure for great economic success. 

Most students seem to be defining 
success in a much broader way. Day, who 
also does individual career preparation 
counseling, says, “I occasionally run into one 
[student] that comes in and says his major 
goal, one single goal, is to make money. I 
don’t think that most students do that. ... Ido 
find that every one of the students, virtually 
every one that comes in, looks for something 
that’s going to provide them the means of a 
living.” 

Many men are choosing fields of study 
which will allow them to do things that they 
really enjoy while giving them a source of a 
living. For example, Jim Hardy, a music 
performance major says, “It’s an act of naive 
faith that I'll be able to do what I want to do 
and still make a living from it.” 

While men on campus are not always 
choosing business oriented careers, women 
on campus are realizing that they need to 
prepare for successsful careers. Day says, “I 
think the L.D.S. culture today is following so 


“The LDS culture 
today is following 
closely the national 
culture in terms of 
working mothers and 
dual income 
families.” — 
Dr. Bartley Day 


closely the national culture in terms of 
mothers working and dual income families 
all the way through that we’re ...throwing a 
lot of our young women, our middle aged 
women, back into the workplace and many of 
them are prepared for it. I find more and more 
girls saying, ‘Well, this is a possibility.” 

In fact, according to Deseret News 
Statistics, in 1982, 205,110 Mormon women 
over age 25 were single, compared with 
677,320 who were married. Women are 
realizing that the possibility of their needing 
to be able to support themselves is high, and 
they are preparing for that possibility. 

A group of female students, when asked 
if they would ever drop out of school to 
support their husbands, made comments like, 
“Usually, you have to work even when 
you’re married, so you might as well work at 
areal job. There’s also always the possibility 
your husband might not be able to get a job, 
or live or...” “Enough things like that 
happen that you need tobe prepared.” “It’s as 
important for women to be educated as men.” 

In practice, traditionally male- 
dominated fields of study are still 
overwhelmingly male dominated at BYU. 
Out of nearly 175 medical school applicants 
from B.Y.U. in 1986, only 12 were women. 
The department of civil engineering 
estimates that out of their 200 students only 
somewhere between 10 and 15 are women. 

In many areas B.Y.U. students are still 
following traditional male and female gender 
roles. However, Miss B.Y.U. coed and Mr. 
B.Y.U. are not seen on campus as often as 
might be expected from the jokes. 


Histor Y from front page 


And the Relief Society was not 
originally organized as an auxiliary to the 
male Priesthood organization. The historical 
evidence indicates that “Joseph Smith may 
well have envisioned the Relief Society as an 
independent organization for women parallel 
to the priesthood organization for men,” 
according to church historian Linda K. 
Newell. 


Relief Society sisters prophesy, anoint and 
heal 

Claire Noall has shown that although the 
Priesthood was not bestowed upon women, 
in the early days of the Church they were 
considered to have “equal access to its 
powers.” 

“The gift of healing, like faith, wisdom, 
and discernment, was available for any 
worthy member of the church. Women were 
as likely to heal or be healed as men,” writes 
Newell. 

Furthermore, women were officially 
sanctioned by the church leadership in their 
roles as healers. In 1869, Brigham Young 
said to a congregation in the Salt Lake 
Tabernacle that “itis the privilege ofa mother 
to have faith and to administer to her child; 
this she can do herself, as well as 
sending for the Elders.” 

A letter of the First Presidency 
dated 1880 states that, “It is the 
privilege of all faithful women and 
lay members of the church, who 
believe in Christ, to administer to all 
the sick and afflicted in their 
respective families, either by the 
laying on of hands, or by anointing 
with oil in the name of the Lord.” 

Eliza Ann Whitney writes in 
her diary, “I was also ordained and 
set apart under Joseph Smith the 
Prophet to admirister to the sick. 
Several other sisters were also set 
apart to administer in these holy 
ordinances.” 

It also appears that husbands 
and wives shared these spiritual 
healing powers. Sister Patty 
Sessions, an early member of the 
church, records in her diary on 


March 17, 1847, “Mr. Sessions and SR art by Consuela Peterson, 


I went and laid hands on the Widow 
Holman’s step-daughter. She was healed.” 
This is one account of many such instances. 

Women also commonly administered 
blessings to their husbands and children. 
When Heber J. Grant was an apostle, he 
testified of his wife’s prophetic blessing to 
him. “[She] pronounced a blessing on my 
head by the spirit of tongues, all of which has 
been fulfilled.” 

Obviously, modern Mormon women 
rarely participate in the laying on of hands as 
did their grandmothers. And even while the 
women of the early Church were 
prophesying and healing, some still 
“continued to question the propriety of 
women’s exercise of spiritual gifts,” 
according to Newell. 

Gradually, the women of the church 
were advised to leave these ordinances to 
their priesthood-bearing husbands and 
fathers. Officially, this process probably 
began with President Joseph F. Smith’s 1913 
April Conference address that limited the 
independence of the Relief Society, 
identifying it for the first time as an auxiliary 
rather than an independent organization. 
This led to further pronouncements limiting 
sisters’ spiritual exercises while emphasizing 
obedience to priesthood authority. 

The final change in policy probably 
came with aletter written by Joseph Fielding 
Smith, then a member of the Quorum of the 
Twelve. On July 29, 1946 he wrote in 


response to a Sister’s question on the 
propriety of women’s blessings: “I feel that 
itis far better for us to follow the plan the Lord 
has given us and send for the Elders of the 
Church to come and administer to the sick 
and afflicted.” This statement, for all 
practical purposes, ended Mormon women’s 
administering by the laying on of hands 
where it had not already stopped. 


Early Mormon women: 
Prominent Feminists 

Mormon pioneer women were strong in 
will as well as in spirit. They stood up for 
what they believed in and fought the many 
hard battles that came before them. 

The following poem is from the 
Women’ s Exponent, a magazine launched by 
the original Relief Society sisters of the 
Church: 


Give us the power and we’ ll dispel, 
The reign of tyrants born of hell: 
From men’s unblushing demon deeds, 
Her earnest soul for freedom pleads. 


The Exponent was the second 


bles in the United States to be 


managed, edited, 
solely by women. 

The Mormon women who published the 
Exponent took an ardent stand on women’s 
rights and were well-respected by feminists 
such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. 
Anthony. In 1863 Susan B. Anthony stated 
that her sisters in Utah were among her most 
zealous co-workers. 

It was the Relief Society General Board 
that founded the Women’s Suffrage 
Association of Utah. The reality of Mormon 
women’s activities were quite different from 
the stereotype that has permeated modern 
thought. 

In Marilyn Warenski’s Patriarchs and 
Politics (1978) she contends that “...when 
Mormon polygamous wives were pitied in 
other parts of the country as poor victims of 
male oppression, those wives rose up in 
defense of polygamy, and while Gentiles 
were imagining them as household drudges 
and slaves, the women in Utah Territory were 
realizing many of the feminists’ goals.” 

Other prominent Mormon men, 
following in the footsteps of President Joseph 
Smith, also worked to promote women’s 
rights. President Joseph F. Smith stated that 
men and women are “...indispensable to each 
other, each is the compliment of the other, 
both for this world and the world to come, for 
time and for all eternity. Then why shall one 
enjoy civil rights and the other be denied 
them?” 


supported and produced 


Elder George Q. Cannon wrote an © 


editorial in the 26 May 1869 issue of the 
Desert, News that read, “Give her 
responsibility, and she will prove that she is 
capable of great things; but deprive her of 
opportunities...and her influence is lost.” 
Not only were these women involved in 


the suffrage movement, they also pursued © 


careers. “With no doors closed to them 


regarding work, Mormon women were — 


participating in almost every business and 
profession known to man,” writes Warenski. 
Mormon polygamous wives had the 


luxury of leaving their children with “sister — 
wives” while they pursued various other — 


interests. Utah had a higher percentage of 
women in the work force of any other state 
until 1897. 


te see 


Again, they were encouraged by their 


male counterparts. In 1869, Brigham Young 
said from the pulpit, “...we have sisters here 
who if they had the privilege of studying, 
would make just as good mathematicians or 
accountants as any man; and we think they 
ought to have the privilege to study these 
branches of knowledge that they may 
develop the powers with which they are 
endowed... In following these things they but 
answer the design of their creation.” 
And the education that the 
prophet spoke of was not intended 
only for use in the home. President 
Brigham Young stated in 1863, “We 
believe that women are useful not 
only to sweep houses, wash dishes, 
make beds and raise babies but that 
they should stand behind the 
counter, 
[medicine], or become good 
bookkeepers or be able to do 
business in any counting house, and 
to enlarge their usefulness for the 

benefit of society at large.” 
_ Today, there seems to be a 


counsel to women. As President 
Spencer W. Kimball said in 1977 
“..women are to take care of the 


be an assistant to the husb 

Although Mormon women are 
encouraged to get an education, he 
firmly stated that a woman was “not to earn 
the living, except in unusual circumstances.” 

In President Ezra Taft Benson’s 1987 
address “To The Mothers of Zion,” he 
affirmed President Kimball’s statements, 
calling his words prophetic. President 
Benson went on to reiterate President 
Kimball’s counsel to women: “I beg of you, 
you who could and should be bearing and 
rearing afamily: Wives come home from the 
typewriter, the laundry, the nursing, come 
home from the factory, the cafe. No career 
approaches in importance that of wife, 
homemaker, mother—cooking meals, 
washing dishes, making beds for one’s 
precious husband and children.” 

From this historical record, it appears 
that Church counsel surrounding the spiritual 
and social roles of Mormon women has 
changed, at least in its emphasis. While 
women were once given equal opportunity to 
participate in prophecy, blessings, and 


healing, today women rarely take an active 


role. Blessing by the laying on of hands has 


study law or physic — 


different emphasis in the Church’s” 


family—the Lord has so stated—to 


ay 


become, on the whole, an exclusively male — 


privelege. 

Atone time, Church leaders encouraged 
women to share their talents in the 
workplace. Now, Church leaders encourage 
mothering roles in the home, while they 
discourage working roles in society. 


